
Rooted Initiative Q&A 

1. New Hope Christian Church hasn’t typically focused on giving, so now why are we 
asking people to give money?  

There is a specific need to invest in our youth and  to plant the seeds of the good news of 
Jesus so that both current and future generations can  have a personal relationship with Jesus. 
Funding a new kid’s educational 5,000 square foot building will greatly enhance New Hope 
Christian Church’s ability to attract and educate our youth. 

Additionally, generosity and stewardship of our finances is an area that Jesus spoke about 
frequently and pointedly, so it must be important to our individual spiritual growth! 

2.  In what ways can we give? 

The request is that giving be over and above our normal giving levels in one or multiple ways: 

Courageously - A large single one time gift 
Consistently -  Monthly giving over the next 24 month period 
Creatively - Giving stock or other donated materials that can be monetized for the construction 
effort. 

3. How can we send money in to the ROOTED  initiative? 

There are numerous ways to contribute: electronically, physical checks, bank draft payments, 
and through brokerage accounts. 

4. How much should we give? 

We are not asking for any specific amount from each individual. We are asking that each person 
prayerfully consider what they should give over and above their current giving levels. We are not 
asking for equal gifts, but equal sacrifice. Each of us has been blessed in differing financial 
amounts and our giving should be respective to the level of blessing we have received. 

5. How much will the new building cost? 

Construction plans have been developed and bids were received in Q4 of 2024. Based on 
these bids, the expected cost will be approximately $1.6 million. The costs  will likely change 
some by the time we get to the construction time in summer, as the bids will be a few moths 
old by then,  but this cost should be fairly close. 

6. How much has been saved toward the building fund to date? 

$256,000 ( as of December  2024) 

7. Does the building cost include furnishing the building with everything needed to equip 
the new building? 



No, the $1.6 million will construct the building and it will take approximately another $100,000 
to allow for furnishings and any contingency that might be needed, making the total funding 
needed equal to $1.7 million. 

8. Are we trying to collect enough money to fund the entire project or are we considering 
taking out a loan and financing the project. 

If God blesses New Hope Christian Church through this effort to the fullest extent, we would 
love to be able to pay cash and avoid financing.  

In the event giving is less, then several considerations will need to be made based on the 
amounts given and pledged. These would include the actual amount given, the interest rates 
available, the amount of payments we would be willing to take on, the duration of the loan/
mortgage, and if there are other areas we can reduce costs in. 

9. If we collect the funds identified as victory goal ($250,000), would we move forward 
with construction and what would the payments be? 

While a final determination will  be prayerfully made once the results are in, following are 
examples of payments schedules that could apply: 

	 Financing  $1.2 million at an interest of 7% and a loan period of 20 years, the payment 	 	
	 would be $9,300/month.


	 Financing  $1.2 million at a interest of 6% and a loan period of 20 years, the payment 	 	
	 would be $8,597/month.


10. If we collect the funds identified as dream goal ($500,000), would we move forward 
with construction and what would the payments be? 

While a final determination will  be prayerfully made once the results are in, following are 
examples of payments schedules that could apply: 

	 Financing $950,000 at a interest of 7% and a loan period of 20 years,  the payment 	 	
	 would be $7,365/month..


	 Financing $950,000 at a interest of 6% and a loan period of 20 years,  the payment 	 	
	 would be $6,806/month..


11. What funds are needed to move forward with construction? 

The current thought is that we would need to raise around $500,000. We should be able to 
qualify for a loan with these amounts. We are currently allocating between $2,500 /month to the 
building fund and these funds could be allocated towards a loan payment.This would leave a 
balance of  $4,500- $5,000 a month that would need come out of the operating fund. For a 
payment of this amount,  we definitely need our normal monthly tithes and offerings to increase 
from where they have been recently.  



We will also continue to seek ways to reduce costs. Levers that we can use to reduce costs 
would be 1) Defer the awning  and associated existing building work (approximately $200,000), 
2) Constructing the building, but deferring finishing out all of the building and finishing out with 
our labor and funds as they become available,  and 3) Asking people to extend their giving 
commitments for a longer period of time.  Regardless we will be having continued discussion 
with the preferred contractor on how to effectively reduce costs. 

12. What if we do not raise enough funds to move forward? 

We would use the current funds saved, the additional commitments made for the ROOTED 
campaign, and then continue to allocate some of our normal tithing (as we are currently doing) 
to the building fund until such time that we believe we can move forward. 

13. What will the new building look like? 

It will be a metal building, similar to the current worship building, located immediately north of 
the existing worship building. Upon final construction it will give the appearance of being one 
building. Also,  there will  be a new awning constructed linking our current structures with the 
new building so that people can travel from one entrance to another under roof. Floor plans are 
shown in the brochure that demonstrate the location and layout of the new building. 

14. How do the new kid’s building capacities compare with the existing capacities? 

While we currently utilize our existing space to the fullest, the new building will greatly add to 
our capabilities by expanding the square footage from approximately 1800 sf in the existing 
building to approximately 5,000 sf in the new building . This is an increase space of  275 % 

15. Will we get a paved parking lot with the new building? 

This is not included in the present plans, but would be a necessity if we further expand past this 
first phase of construction (new kid’s building) 

16. Who is Christian Financial Resources (CFR) ? 

This is an organization that has a strong affiliation with independent Christian Churches across 
the U.S. that New Hope Christian Church has engaged to provide consultation in the fund 
raising process. CFR  (Christian Financial Resources) is a not-for -profit organization with a long 
standing history of aiding churches in capital fundraising,  loaning churches money for 
construction, and offering other personal financial stewardship services. They have been in 
business since 1980 and have helped  many churches in their history.  Keith Wood is the CFR 
representative currently assisting us in this process.There is much more information available on 
the CFR website.(cfrministry.org). 

The use of the knowledge gained in this process is valuable for the current phase 1, plus for any 
future construction activities we might have. By investing and partnering with this group we 
have learned valuable lessons about the processes necessary to develop a capital campaign 
and in developing/encouraging a stewardship mindset for the church body. As a result of the 
process so far, we have developed video and communications teams that can be used for other 

http://cfrministry.org


endeavors that support the church, in addition to fostering new ministries that people can   
participate in. 

17. How long will the construction process take?  

Approximately 30 weeks is the original estimate. This allows for interruption of work on the 
weekends to accommodate the needs of New Hope Christian Church. As the process draws 
nearer , we will re-engage the contractor to better refine schedules and costs.


